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How to Create Images that Stand Out

Lessons in Wildlife and Nature Photography
 
Learn how to create images that evoke emotion and thought.  Yannick’s presentation is highly entertaining 
and informative and covers many different aspects of photography, including: the technical, the artistic, the 
emotional and some post production tips to capture the image in its entirety.
 
Come spend an evening with Yannick Michaud where you will view beautiful images and discuss how to 
create exciting wildlife and stunning landscapes.

5:45-6:15:    Try out the latest gear from Olympus 
      Cameras

Olympus Representative, Carlos, will have Olympus 
bodies and lenses on display.  This is a great time to 
ask questions and try out Olympus cameras.

6:15-6:30: Orlando Camera Club Announcements

6:30-8:00: Presentation: How to Create Images that 
Stand Out by Yannick Michaud

Olympus cameras presents: Yannick Michaud  
Yannick Michaud has a passion to create images that 
evoke emotion and thought. He began his career in 
the early 1990’s when, studying History & Literature at 
McGill University, in Montreal, Canada, he woke up 
one early spring morning and decided that he 

enjoyed creating images more than studying in a 
stuffy room. 
After finishing a degree in Commercial Photography, 
he decided to follow his Danish wife back to Denmark 
where he immediately began working for some of 
Scandinavia’s most prestigious commercial studios 
with an impressive client list that included: Lancôme, 
L’Oreal, and Givenchy.  He has worked on a multitude 
of projects for magazines, brochures, large scale 
commercial work and also for the Danish Royal House.
 
After many years away from home, Yannick returned 
to Canada to become a Technical Representative for 
Olympus America where he teaches photography 
and technical innovations. He now dedicates his 
photographic life to capturing images from all over 
North America, Europe and 
Japan.
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE  
2020

Jan. 13th         2nd Annual OLYMPUS 
CAMERA Night - Speaker: 
Yannick Michaud

 Feb. 10        COMPETITION
   Monday, February 10 at 6:15 

PM – 8 PM
  THEME: OPEN

** ENTRIES DUE BY MIDNIGHT FEBRUARY 3RD

COMPETITION THEMES FOR 2019-2020
The next member challenge theme is Clocks 
and submissions are open between January 1 
and the 14th. Voting is open between the 15th 
and the 21st of January.

Have fun experimenting!

January INFORMAL CHALLENGE

REGULAR COMPETITIONS

Oct 2019 – Shapes and Lines

Dec 2019 – Long Exposure

Feb 2020 – Open

April 2020 – Close-Up or Macro

Jun 2020 – Humans

Aug 2020 – Open

 

INFORMAL CHALLENGE

Sep 2019 – Showing Motion

Nov 2019 – Puddles

Jan 2020 – Clocks

Mar 2020 – Travel

May 2020 – Bicycle Parts

July 2020 – Still Life

Sept 2020 – Palm Trees

The OCC Newsletter is published monthly 
to provide information to our members 
and interested individuals. The general 
club meeting is at 6:30 PM on the 2nd and 
4th Mondays of each month at the Marks 
Street Senior Center.

For more information check the website: 
www.orlandocameraclub.com

Deadline for submission to the newsletter is 
the 25th of each month.

January 16-20, 2020
 The North Shore Birding Festival on Lake Apopka in 
Central Florida is for birders visiting Florida or locals 

wanting to learn more from well-known, knowledge-
able birding guides. Add to your life list while explor-

ing a unique birding hot spot only 35–45 minutes 
from Orlando attractions.

 The festival starts Thursday night, January 16th, with 
the opening keynote.

On Friday, January 17th, through Monday, January 
20th, participate in field trips on the 20,000-acre Lake 

Apopka North Shore property and other nearby 
sites, sponsored by Orange Audubon Society.
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I was born in Montana and raised on a ranch on the Northern Chey-
enne Indian Reservation in Montana.  I have lived in Montana (23 years), 
Nebraska, Iowa, Texas and Florida (32 years).  
  
I became interested in photography through a 4-H photography project 
and later used photography in my career as a Water Utility Manager.  
Photographs helped me convey technical information to City Manage-
ment and City Commissions who were often non-technical and too busy 
to visit my utility operations.   Being an engineer and utility manager, I’m 
not very artistic so I trend toward documentation.  

I use Canon cameras and L lenses and flashes.  I’ve found my 5D Mark 
IV to be a great all-around camera.  I use a carbon fiber tripod frequently (thanks, Wayne Bennett) 
and a monopod for sports.  I also use a Pro Media Gear Boomerang for flash support for indoor events 
because it throws shadows below the subject.  

This is a great retirement hobby.  It gets me out of the house and involved in things I would otherwise 
miss.  Once in a while I’m asked to shoot an event for a fee but I don’t consider myself a professional. 

I enjoy shooting events and people doing interesting things.  I have gotten over any qualms about 
taking “people pictures” and have developed a knack for 
talking with people and asking for their photograph.  I enjoy the 
interactions as much as the photography.
  
I’ve photographed countless events for Carol Winardi and the 
Community Services aspect of the OCC.  This has been a very 
satisfying opportunity for me over the past six years because 
I’ve learned about so many worthwhile causes here in the 
Orlando area (Ronald McDonald Houses, Hearts of Gold, House 
of Hope, Southeastern Guide Dogs, and many others) and 
have met so many interesting people along the way.  The 
images are almost secondary to the people interactions but I 
enjoy recalling the people and circumstances of when the 
photos were taken.  

The OCC provides a constant learning opportunity with its 
excellent speakers, contests and event photography.  
The OCC has been a great help with details shown under the 
last heading.  
Several books helped me a great deal.  One was an early 
Scott Kelby book that recommended photography equip-
ment.  I followed his advice and have equipment that I’m 
happy with.
 
I spent 18 months photographing my way through a New York 
Institute of Photography “Professional Photography” course 
with a mentor from NY City.  The course provided training on a wide range of photography such as 
fashion, portraits, landscape, macro, etc.  However, it wasn’t until I discovered a book of Pulitzer 
Prize-Winning photos that I realized where my interest really lied – people and action.  This has led to 
my focus on the events that the OCC Community Service supports.   CON’T NEXT PAGE

MEMBER  SPOTLIGHT :  J IM  PETER S
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Jim Peters Member Spotlight con’t.

• What do you see in your future in photography?

I will continue to focus on event photography.   In January, I will 
be one of a number of photographers covering the Scottish 
Highland Games in Winter Springs.  Also, I have plans to photo-
graph at the Rolex 24-Hour sports car race in Daytona.  This race 
is an excellent photo opportunity because it includes daytime 
and nighttime shooting, fast colorful cars that are close to 
spectators, and some access to the pit area with drivers and pit 
crews. 

My Wife and I will also continue to take “day-treks”around Florida and also extended (6 weeks) trips 
either in the U.S. or Europe annually where I shoot landscape and events.  In 2019 we shot beautiful 
landscapes in Oregon and several unanticipated events.  In 2020 we have a trip scheduled in France 
where we hope to see a bit of the Tour de France bike race and running of the bulls in nearby Spain. 

• And finally, do you feel the Orlando Camera Club has helped you grow into being a better photog-
rapher. If so, how.

Absolutely!!!  Each area of the OCC has been of great help.

The Speakers have been world-class providing insight into areas I would not otherwise be exposed to.  
I know of no other way to glean this much information from such experts.  I admire and thank Wayne 
and Holly for consistently lining up excellent speakers.

The Judged Competitions have provided a gradual learning experience as I’ve learned from the 
judges what constitutes a good image.  I find myself critiquing my own and other images based on 
what I’ve heard from the OCC judges.

The Library was of particular help to me when I first joined the club and was becoming serious about 
photography.  For several years I always left the meetings with an armload of books.  What a great 
asset this is to members!

Community Service has been of particular help to me because it has provided the “events” for which 
I’m so interested in photographing.  This type of shooting sharpened my photography skills because 
things happen quickly during events so I must be very familiar with my equipment and aware of 
backgrounds, foregrounds, changing light, all while interacting with subjects.  As the saying goes, 
photographers need models and models need photographers.  Community Service of the OCC 
provides that match-up of people and photographers. 
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SHOOT-OUT: Circle B Bar Rseserve
January 18, 2020 @ 7:30 am - 11:00 am

4399 Winter Lake Rd.   Lakeland, FL 33803

Join co-hosts, Gary Shaver, Armand Gelinas and Julie Lee 
at Circle B Bar Reserve in Lakeland for an early morning 
scenic wetlands adventure. We will meet up near the 
parking area at 7:30am then venture onto the berms and 
forest pathways that make up this water reclamation park. 
Wildlife is abundant including alligators, migratory small 
birds, roseate spoonbills, limpkin, herons and egrets, eagles, 
osprey, hawks and owls. This is also a great place for macro 
and landscape photographers.

Reward yourselves for getting up early and join us for lunch 
in downtown Lakeland and if the day still feels young, 
venture over to Lake Mirror for some urban birding.

Suggested gear: Long lenses for birding, mid range lens for 
landscapes, extra memory cards and charged batteries 
are a must. Thick soled hiking shoes will be most comfort-
able on the cobblestone pathways.

This is a request from a former member of the Orlando Camera 
Club and who now works for the County Public Library, specifi-
cally, the Windermere branch.

Here is the requests: 
1) I’m looking for photographers who would like to provide 
pieces for small shows (10 or so items, as we’re a very small 
branch) for 4-6 weeks at a time. 

2) We’d also like to find photographers who are interested in 
sharing specific “how-to” photography or photo editing instruc-
tion in a one-hour, one time class. We have Photoshop (and 
possibly Lightroom -- I’ll have to double check on that) installed 
on 8 laptops, so classes would be small. We have openings on 
the 2nd Tuesdays of the month, beginning 6pm.

Of course, a small show highlighting a technique that would be 
presented in a class would be really great.

Please share this request and my contact info with anyone 
who may be interested.

Thank you,
Lis Roop
lisroop@gmail.com
706-464-4853
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Tips by Jeff Parker
* 7 Tips for Wildlife Photography” * 

© 2018; Jeff Parker/Explore in Focus™ 
 
 

Background, background, background!   
A busy jumble of sticks, bright spots, or other distracting background elements commonly ruin otherwise fine 
photos.  Sometimes you can’t do a thing about it, but quite often you can.  Don’t spend an hour in Photoshop 
doing something you can easily do in mere seconds the field!   For example, a simple change of position or 
waiting just a bit for an animal to change its position frequently does the trick.  A bird in a tree with bright 
spots of sky showing through makes creating a non-distracting background extra challenging.  Try moving 
until a solid clump of leaves backs the bird.  Bottom line:  you want the viewer’s eye to go to your subject first,  
not to undeserving  distractions.    

Get that eye sharp. 
When photographing animals at least one eye must be sharp.  Even if you don’t have enough depth of field to 
cover the entire animal you can still create a keeper if the eye is sharp.  Viewers look to the eye first & if they 
find fuzziness there they intuit that the image lacks “life.” 

More than one’s merrier. 
Since wildlife is, well, wild  you can’t dictate how many subjects show up.  But if you have a choice of 
photographing a loner or aiming your lens at two or more go for the plural.   While one animal can certainly 
exhibit action (e.g., eating, hissing, posturing, etc.), when two collect, action can become interaction.  That 
tends to make more compelling images.  

Get on your subject’ ’s level. 
Mammal, bird, insect, frog, even flower images feel much more intimate if shot at  their level.  Doing so helps 
put viewers emotionally into the scene.   Shots taken from above or below, on the other hand, reinforce 
viewer-subject separation.  

Be patient. 
Waiting for the right light, waiting for an animal to do something besides sit there, waiting for the best head 
position—we could almost call nature photography “The Waiting Game.”  But you’ve heard the saying “Good 
things come to those who wait,” right?  Well, it especially applies to photographing natural scenes & subjects.    

Come to grips with exposure theory. 
Today’s digital cameras do a very good job when left to their own devices.  However, there are still times—
many of them—when you need to help your camera out with exposure compensation.  In particular, when 
faced with bright backgrounds (e.g. snow, white skies), auto modes tend to underexpose.  In such situations, 
it’s up to you to take charge & tell your camera to expose for the subject.  (Your histogram is your friend!) 

Start before you arrive. 
Take time to learn about your wild subject before you arrive to shoot it.   Understanding how it utilizes habitat, 
recognizing body language clues that signal impending action, & knowing when the animal is most active are 
the type of info that helps you get shots that stand apart from the rest.  
  

***************************************************************************** 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Award-winning nature & wildlife photographer, Jeff Parker, leads photo tours &  
workshops for the naturally curious™ throughout the U.S., Central & South America & 
India.   

•  (512) 378-3355 
• JParker@ExploreinFocus.com  
• ExploreinFocus.com 
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News

OCC CAMERA ACADEMY
NEW TO THE OCC?  OR JUST WANT TO REVIEW SOME BASICS OF HOW TO CREATE

GREAT PHOTOS?

THE OCC CAMERA ACADEMY MAY BE JUST WHAT YOU NEED!
HERE’S THE INFO YOU NEED TO KNOW.

MARCH 9, 2020 – KNOW YOUR CAMERA – PRESENTED BY MATT KLINGER

MARCH 23, 2020 – UNDERSTANDING EXPOSURE – PRESENTED BY WAYNE BENNETT

APRIL 13, 2020 – COMPOSING YOUR SHOT – PRESENTED BY JULIE LEE

PRESENTATIONS WILL START AT 5:15 ON THE DATES LISTED

Wayne Bennett and Julie Lee are continuing their 
Southwest Tour in April of 2020 starting off and conclud-
ing in Page, Arizona. For 6 days photographers will visit 
several of the iconic high desert landscape vistas along 
with many lesser known areas with opportunities to 
create unique portfolio images. We will be shooting 
alongside you demonstrating suggestions for interesting 
composition, exposure, new techniques for making the 
best images with your equipment of choice. Night 
photography will be an option on several occasions, 
weather permitting. We will use the time during inclem-
ent weather to offer image reviews, post processing 
guidance, and assistance with technology hurdles. 
Guided Navajo tours at Monument Valley and a slot 
canyon are included in the tour fee. Hotel rooms have 
been reserved at reduced rates. Click on the following 
link to learn the details: https://waynebennettphotogra-
phy.com/tours/southwest-tour/
  
Reach out to us at any Orlando Camera Club meeting 
or via the tour website. We hope you will join us in April 
2020!

S O U T H W E S T  T O U R  -  2 0 2 0
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Fort Christmas Historical Park
1300 North Fort Christmas Road
Christmas, FL 32709

Free event and parking. Fun and 
learning for the whole family! 
No pets allowed.

For more information, please visit 
orlando.gov/wetlands or call 407.568.1706.

saturday, february15, 2020 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

O R L A N D O  W E T L A N D S
F E S T I VA L
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Jennifer Wiggins was SUPER surprised and thrilled when 
she received BEST of SHOW and a 1st Place Ribbon for 
her image “Big Gulp” at the Mt. Dora Center for the Arts 
Photography Club Exhibit!!! Woohooooo! 😮😮😮

“Thanks to Laura Howell and Shara Abel for posting the 
info to exhibit in this show! Congratulations to you both 
on your ribbons as well!”

MEMBER NEWS

Rita Ritner has an image “Time is Love” that was 
approved by the SOBO Art Gallery In Winter 
Garden to be included in the January exhibit 
titled: Word Play. Her image was taken during 
Hurrican Irma. “We lost power so se moved the 
game near the dining room window. We weren’t 
about to let a hurricane keep us from her favorite 
game. I feel so honored to be included in this 
exhibit.”

Laura Howell was Honored to have received two 3rd Place awards in the Mount Dora Center for 
the Arts Photography Club Exhibit this evening for my images “Shrimp Boat” and “Fainting 
Couch”!
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MEMBER NEWS
Shara Abel has been 
honored to have two 
of her pieces, “Big 
Moon & Tree in Sunset” 
and “Where the Water 
Leads”, win 2nd place 
ribbons in the Mt. Dora 
Photography Exhibit! 
The exhibit runs until 
12/27 at the Mt. Dora 
Center for the Arts 
Gallery.

Susan Kirby was honored to have one of her photos, “Leav-
ing the Flock” juried into the City Arts - Downtown Arts 
District Orlando’s end of the year exhibit entitled, “Nailed 
It”. The exhibit will open on December 16th at 39 S. Magno-
lia Ave. It is open to the public.

Thank you to Chris Harris, Cyril Desmond and Yan Liu for the great job they did with photos for the Riding With 
Santa event this past weekend. IT was a 2 day event and between the 3 of them they got some great shots. 
The Riding with Santa team is so grateful to them. Just another example of how to give back with our photogra-
phy while working on improving skills at the same time. Thanks again to all those who help me out through the 
year to give back to the organizations in our community that work so hard to make other lives better. you are 
my heroes.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Shara Abel entered one compe-
tition this year in the Ocala 
Camera Club and was selected 
to compete in the year end “Best 
of the Best-2019” competition ~ 
Honored to have won Honorable 
mention for “Still Waters” in the 
monochrome division.

Big Moon & Tree in Sunset

Where the Water Leads
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2020 Photography Conference
March 6-8, 2020
FORT MYERS, FL

SPEAKERS:

Art Becker, David Guy Maynard (Sponsored by 

Tamron), Denise Silva, Geff Bourke, Jackie Kramer, 

Robert L. Chaplin, John Slonina, Joe Edelman 

(Keynote Speaker, Sponsored by Olympus), 

Maresa Pryor-Luzier, Mary Louise Ravese, Keith 

French (Sponsored by Tony and Keith Photogra-

phy Workshops), Charles Needle, Jennifer King 

(Sponsored by Jennifer King Photography Work-

shops), Vanelli, William Freund, Michael Milicia

WORKSHOP EXCURSIONS

Click Here for More Information on Workshop Excursions!
A Day on the Water with John Slonina (Buy your tickets 
soon! Only a few left!)
Swamp Exploration at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary with 
Michael Milicia
Century Old Koreshan Communal Settlement with Keith 
French
Field Session in the Garden with Jackie Kramer (Buy your 
tickets soon! Only a few left!)
SOLD OUT: Photography After Dark with Robert L. Chaplin 
(Saturday Night Workshop)
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Thank You to 
Colonial Photo & Hobby 

for providing OCC with all 
of the gift cards for our 

competitions.

Become a member of the 
Orlando Camera Club!

Become a member by visiting 
the easy sign up page.

Looking forward to seeing you 
at an upcoming meeting.

Questions? Email us at 
membership@
orlandocameraclub.com

SUPPORT OCC SPONSORS



ORLANDO CAMERA CLUB ....................................................................................................... PAGE 13

Club Members: 
Use this link when ordering 
to support our club.
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/pages/camera-club/?rfsn=140504.1cb666

ABOUT THINK TANK PHOTO
Headquartered in Santa Rosa, California, Think Tank 
Photo is a group of designers and professional photogra-
phers focused on studying how photographers work and 
developing inventive new carrying solutions that meet 
their needs. They are dedicated to using only the highest 
quality materials and design principles, and employing 
materials that are environmentally benign.

LOCAL PHOTO OPS AND EVENTS
We have compiled a list of upcoming events, 
cool locations and contests in Florida that may 
be worthy of further investigation as a potential 
photographic adventure.  These are not Orlando 
Camera Club events, but we thought that you 
would be interested in knowing about them.

Jan. 4-5, 2020 - Dade Battle Reenactement of the 
2nd Seminole War, Dade Battlefield State Park, 
Bushnell, FL

LOCAL PHOTO LOCATIONS

•  Sweetfields Farm - Sunflower Season Starts 
4/28/18   Masaryktown, FL (Brooksville) 
(Seasonal)

•  Big Talbot Island - Driftwood and Tree 

Skeletons  North of Jacksonville, 
Boneyard Beach

•  Hampton Florida - Wildflower Fields 
blooming around the end of April, 

•  Bulow Plantation Sugar Mill Ruins   
Flagler Beach

• Disston Sugar Mill    Saint Cloud

• Butterfly World  Coconut Creek, FL

•  McKee Gardens, Vero Beach

•   Grand Oaks Resort - Horse and riding 
events and Carriage Museum - Lady 
Lake

•   Fort Christmas Heritage Museum 
Christmas, FL

•  Brevard Zoo, Viera, FL

December President’s Shoot Out at the Asian Lantern Festival 


